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Consultation Event

u Agenda

u Presentations from the Project Team

uBackground and Context

uDesign Work and Route Options

uEnvironmental Assessment Work

uPlanning Process

uNext Steps

u Short Break (10 minutes)

u Panel Discussion and Q&A



A701 / A702 

Public Consultation Event



Consultation Event Contd.



Consultation Event Contd.

u The event will be recorded and available to watch on the 

website 



Background & Context
SiobhánKennedy, RPS - Civils Project Manager



Background

u Scheme identified as a commitment in the Midlothian 
Local Development Plan

u Public consultation as part of MLDP development

u Scottish Government review and approval

u Committed under Edinburgh and SE Scotland City Region 
Deal

u Project team appointed to take committed scheme 
through design, planning, and construction



Project Delivery Partners

uRPS - Civils Project Manager

uArcadis - Design Consultant

uArcadis - Planning and Environment Consultant

uSystra - Appraisal Consultant

uSavills - Land Consultant

uArcadis - Cost Consultant 



Purpose 

Supportplanned housing and economic 
developmentin the A701 corridor, ease 
congestion, and support the City Deal growth 
project at Easter Bush Estate. 

In parallel, it will provide an opportunity for the 
bypassed section of the A701 to be developed as a 
sustainable transport corridor. 



www.planvu.co.uk/mc2017/



Study 

Area



Design Work and Route Options
Gary Moore, Arcadis ðDesign Consultant



The STAG Transport Appraisal 

Process



STAG Transport Appraisal Process

u The Scottish Transport Appraisal Guidance (STAG) provides a process for the 

evaluation of route options that could potentially address the identified 

problems and opportunities against a range of criteria.

u The completion of a STAG Appraisal should precede any application for 

planning consent.

u A STAG Appraisal is required when Government funding, support or approval is 

sought for proposals to change the transport system.



STAG Transport Appraisal Process

u Pre-Appraisal

u Identifying problems or potential opportunities with the transport system;

u Setting the objectives of the scheme; and

u Generating a wide range of options which could alleviate the identified 

problems or potential opportunities. 

u This stage of the process was undertaken during the preparation of the 

Midlothian Local Development Plan (MLDP) 2017 which confirmed 

improvements to the A701 corridor as a strategic infrastructure 

requirement.



STAG Part 1: Initial Appraisal



STAG Part 1: Transport Appraisal Process

u Initial Appraisal: Part 1 Appraisal

u Is the option going to alleviate the identified or perceived transport problems 
and/or maximise potential opportunities?

u Is the option consistent with the established policy directives?

u Is the option likely to meet the Transport Planning Objectives?

u What are the likely impacts against STAG Criteria (Safety, Environment etc)?

u Is the option likely to be acceptable to the public, affordable and feasible to 
construct and operate?

u Is there a clear rationale for the rejection of options on completion of Part 1 
Appraisal?

u Options identified as meeting the above criteria were selected for further 
study at the next stage.



STAG Part 1: Constraints Mapping
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STAG Part 1: Constraints Mapping
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STAG Part 1: Route Options
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STAG Part 1: Route Options
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STAG Part 1: Route Options
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STAG Part 1: Route Options
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STAG Part 1: Appraisal Process
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STAG Part 1: Selected Options
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STAG Part 2: Detailed Appraisal



STAG Part 2: Transport Appraisal Process

u Detailed Appraisal: Part 2 Appraisal

u A detailed appraisal of route options against the Transport Planning 
Objectives.

u TPO 1 ðSupport economic and employment growth in the local area, including 
enabling the delivery of the A701 Corridor Strategic Development Area; and

u TPO 2 ðHelp facilitate safe and reliable sustainable transport and access for the 
A701 Corridor communities.

u A detailed appraisal of options against the STAG Criteria (Environment, Safety, 
Economy, Integration and Accessibility/Social Inclusion).

u A detailed analysis of the total public sector cost of options, including 
investment costs, operating and maintenance costs.

u A detailed analysis of feedback gathered from this public consultation event.

u Outcome is confirmation of the preferred route option.



STAG Part 2: Design Criteria

u Rural all-purpose single carriageway (S2)

u 50mph speed limit

u Junction configuration assumptions (based on initial traffic model data):

u A702 / A702 Link Road New Roundabout

u A702 Link Road / A703 / A701 Relief Road New Roundabout

u A701 Relief Road / Old Pentland Road New Give-way Junction

u A701 Relief Road / A701 Upgraded Signalised Junction 



STAG Part 2: Old Pentland Road Junction

u Prior to finalising the route options for STAG Part 2, a preliminary study was 
undertaken to assess potential junction layouts at Old Pentland Road:

u Option 1: Stopping up of Old Pentland Road;

u Option 2: Provide an at -grade junction at the intersection with Old Pentland Road;

u Option 3: Realign Old Pentland Road and provide an at -grade junction;

u Option 4: Lift the A701 Relief Road over Old Pentland Road with no junction; and

u Option 5: Provide a staggered at -grade junction with reduced speed limit on Old 
Pentland Road. 

u Option 5 was selected as the most appropriate for this stage.

u Once the preferred route has been selected, each junction will be subject to 
further study before confirming the final layout. 



STAG Part 2: Options A, B & C
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STAG Part 2: Options D, E & F
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STAG Part 2: Route Options A - F



STAG Part 2: Option A

New Junction on 

A702 in Vicinity 

of Boghall Farm

New Junction on 

A703 in Vicinity 

of Seafield Mill

Pentland Mains 

Landfill

New Junction 

with Old 

Pentland Road

West of Cameron 

Wood (Impact to 

Northwest 

corner)

West of Old 

Pentland Kirk

Upgraded 

Straiton Junction 

on A701

Upgraded Bush 

Loan Junction on 

A702

A701

A703

A702



STAG Part 2: Option B
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STAG Part 2: Option C
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STAG Part 2: Option D
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STAG Part 2: Option E
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STAG Part 2: Option F
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Environmental Work
Katie Harrington, Arcadis ðEnvironmental Consultant 
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Constraints 

Map 



u Pentland Burn

u Boghall Burn

Environmental 

Overview - Water

u River Flooding 
to the north 



Environmental 

Overview - Ecology

u Unnamed Ancient 
Woodland within the 
study area 

u Cameron Wood

u Boghall Plantation




